Scientific Day 2010: Call for abstracts for presentations and posters 

The deadline for submitting abstracts for the Scientific Day is March 31st 2010.

The Scientific Day will be held in London on 2nd July 2010.

If you would like to discuss research that might be suitable for the day or would like advice on writing abstracts, please contact us as soon as possible—the earlier you contact us, the more assistance we can provide. 

Please see the bottom of this message for detail on the structure of abstracts (for both presentations and posters) with details of the information needed in each section. If this information is not provided then we are unable to assess the quality of the work being submitted and it may result in abstracts being questioned unnecessarily or rejected.

Editorial process

Once the deadline has passed, abstracts will be reviewed by internal and external reviewers as needed. 

All abstracts will then be discussed at an editorial meeting of internal MSF staff and external independent reviewers and decisions reached on whether to accept, reject, or ask for revisions/further information. 

This will be in the second half of April: The corresponding author or a delegated person must be available to respond to queries at this time.

In May, a second editorial meeting of internal and external reviewers will be held to review revised abstracts and make final decisions on acceptance for presentation/posters.

All participants will be informed of the decision on their abstract by mid-May.

Criteria for acceptance

Abstracts will be reviewed for quality of research, interest, novelty, and their relevance to challenge the status quo at a policy or practice level. 

Structured abstract (max 350 words)

State: 

Corresponding author 

Whether ethics approval was given for the research (and if not, why?)

Any conflict of interest/funding sources external to MSF

Introduction

Describe the background situation/context in one sentence (eg, describe mortality from disease studied in that area/lack of health services/lack of knowledge of how to treat this group/disease). 

Explain why MSF is in area/looking at this research issue. [Advocacy—in all presentations we ask presenters to describe the population and their situation and make it clear to the audience the need for MSF to be doing this research]

Describe the aim of the research and summarise the method used (eg, 'In a prospective cohort study, we aimed to establish whether...)

Methods

Where was the study site? In what setting (eg, community/clinic/hospital)? When was it done (from–to)? Who carried it out? Who was enrolled in the study? How many participants were involved? What was the main study method used? What was the main analysis method used?

Results

Give your main findings. Give actual numbers as well as percentages. Give 95% CIs where appropriate. Any means/medians need SDs/IQRs around them.

Conclusion

Explain the significance of your main findings in one/two sentences—why it is interesting, are you the first to report this? Is this the largest cohort? Is this a unique cohort? 

One sentence on limitations of data.

Explain the implications—what this means for practice/policy/advocacy for MSF/others in one sentence.

Propose next steps/way forward (avoid 'more research is needed...')

Do not overstate the importance of your work—eg, if you have done a small study in a very defined population then your results may be relevant only for this population.

Programme description abstract (max 350 words)

Background

Describe the background situation/context in one sentence (eg, describe mortality from disease studied in that area/lack of health services/lack of knowledge of how to treat this group/disease). 

Project

Describe the MSF project—why MSF is there, what the project involves, how long it has been there, how many people treated.

Outcomes/lessons learned

Describe outcome analysis if it exists or describe lessons learned from the project—what worked, what didn't.

Conclusions

The way forward, what these lessons/outcomes mean for the project/other MSF projects, what will happen/did happen next in the project.

Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you would like any further information

Best wishes

Stephanie Bartlett

Medical Editor
stephanie.bartlett@london.msf.org
